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AGM 

Sunday 19th November 

The Group AGM will be held at Horsell Village Hall on Sunday 19th November. 
Please make a note to come along in your diaries – all group members are 
welcome. 

The pre-AGM walk will start at 10.30 am from the village hall and the free lunch 
will commence at about 12.30. To help with the catering please let us know if 
you plan to come.  

Email info@wokingramblers.org or ring/text Jane on 07767 438774. 
 

Committee 

There are several vacancies on the committee. Please email any nominations or 
suggestions to info@wokingramblers.org if you can help in any way. 

Forthcoming Events 

Festival of Winter Walks 23 December 2017 – 7 January 2018 

See our website and walk programme for events and walks.  
 
Get into the Christmas spirit with Malcolm’s holiday walk on 22 
December.  

See programme for details. 
 

New Year Dinner Monday - 22 January 2018 

At The Sun in Chobham – more details to follow. 

Surrey Area AGM 

Bletchingley village hall on Saturday 10th February. 



info@wokingramblers.org	
www.ramblers.co.uk/woking-district	

2	
	

Chairman’s Chatter  

Back in May, I had a half-day walk from Brookwood with Vanessa Griffiths, our new 
CEO, the object being to discuss Ramblers matters generally in an out of office 
environment. Vanessa has been trying to improve two-way communications within the 
Ramblers, downwards from Central Office via Areas and Groups to members, but just 
as important upwards from members via Groups and Areas back to Central Office. She 
now issues a monthly update by e-mail to Area and Group chairs and secretaries. The 
idea is that all parts of the Ramblers can improve teamwork through better knowledge 
of what is happening elsewhere.  

Many thanks to all those members who are on the monthly Tracker Team  rota to help 
compile our walks programmes. We have a nicely varied programme with very few 
gaps. One thing I have noticed is that, contrary to our experience in the earlier years of 
the group, the shorter half-day midweek walks are becoming more and more popular, 
whilst numbers on whole-day weekend walks seem to be declining a little. But 
whatever the length of the walk, we are still in need of more leaders.  

A few of our members have already attended the Surrey Area training courses at 
Wotton village hall (I’m one of the course leaders), and are now leading walks for us. 
Dates for next year’s courses have yet to be fixed, but details will appear in due course 
on the Surrey Area website. Please book early to avoid disappointment! 

I’ve just received a reminder from Ramblers Holidays that, as well as the holidays in 
their usual four brochures (Ramblers Walking holidays, Chapters Experience holidays, 
Cruise & Walk, and Adagio gentler walking holidays), they can organise walking 
holidays for private groups. A private group of 16 or more persons receives a 5% 
discount on the brochure price of a holiday. And as a member of the Walking 
Partnership, the group would also receive a donation from Ramblers Holidays for every 
individual booking. As I write, the 2018 brochures are about to be published - is this 
something we could think about for the future?  

Brian. 

 

Malcolm’s Musings 

Fake News 

There is no truth in the rumour that we have enough volunteers to help run Woking 
Ramblers! Many hands make light work so if you can help with just a few hours of your 
time please step forward and don't wait for a specific opportunity to be flagged. No 
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matter what your interests, we have many more things that we’d like to do. Your 
Ramblers group needs you! 

	

Basingstoke Canal Circular Walks – Booklet Update 

The revised and updated walk booklet, Rambles on the Basingstoke Canal (third 
edition), that several Woking group walk leaders and members, together with	North 
Hampshire Downs Ramblers	and a member of	North East Hampshire Ramblers	all 
assisted with, is now published and has been selling exceptionally well. Without the 
help of the walk leaders and the other Ramblers groups, updating Rambles on the 
Basingstoke Canal would have been a daunting task, so a big Thank You to everyone 
who has helped with this initiative.	

If anyone wanting a copy has still has not obtained theirs, they are now available from 
the Basingstoke Canal Authority at the	Canal Centre,	Mytchett or the Basingstoke Canal 
Society by mail	order here.	

Promotional Activities 

• Events:	We exhibited at the Horsell Village Show in July, having a booth in a 
prime position promoting both Ramblers at a national level and the Woking 
group. Unfortunately, the weather was terrible with non-stop rain from the time 
we arrived until closing at the end of the afternoon. A nearby lightening strike 
did make us wonder if sheltering under a metal frame gazebo was a good idea! 
However, despite the trying conditions we engaged with approximately 50 
visitors and Brian S was interviewed live on Wey Radio.	

• Promotional Handouts:	The handy A6 size Woking group promotional 
handouts have been reprinted. Please take a few of these when you next see me 
on a walk so that you have them available to give to anyone who may be 
interested and also consider if you can place any somewhere suitable for people 
to see e.g. noticeboard, shop window, library etc.		

• Press:	We had a second article published in the	Round & About 
Woking/Chobham magazine,	which is distributed free to households in the local 
area. We’ve now been mentioned in five recent editions.	

• Internet:	Walks that start in the Borough of Woking continue to be published at	
the	Celebrate Woking events calendar.	Some help with this needed for it to be 
continued so please step forward if you can spare just a little time on this non 
demanding task.   

• Website: Did you know that we have a simplified URL for our website: 
www.wokingramblers.org		
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Social Media Activities 

If you’ve anything that we could leverage from a walk, that's either completed or 
upcoming, please let me know and I’ll publish it for you. 

• Facebook: We continue to work on our timeline, which has increasing visibility 
albeit that we still only have 31 regular followers. However, the 18 August image 
(thanks Sylvia), of St. John the Baptist's Well, reached 115 people. We really 
would like more visibility to reflect the potential and effort that goes into this so 
if you’ve not yet had an opportunity, please check out the timeline of images 
posted and tell your friends to help spread the word. Several members have 
engaged with likes and comments, which helps raise our profile.		

• Twitter:	We	have a growing number of followers that has now reached 86, 
which aside from individuals includes many relevant organizations. Please 
explore and follow our Twitter page, and encourage interested family and friends 
to do the same and don’t feel shy about re-tweeting! Thanks to Yvonne for her 
10 August Facebook and Twitter images. Remember also that if a walk should 
have to be cancelled at short notice, e.g. winter snow, you could be easily 
proactively notified if you're following the group on Twitter.	

	

You can find Woking Ramblers at: 
• Facebook	–	https://www.facebook.com/wokingramblers	
• Twitter	–	https://www.twitter.com/wokingramblers	

	

Walk Leaders 

We have three new walk leaders, which is a great help in providing increased walk 
variety and also helps lessen the load on the existing team. It’s a lot of fun and not 
rocket science so give it a try and see if it’s something for you. If wanted, an existing 
experienced walk leader will always be happy to support you. Training courses are 
available but are not a prerequisite requirement. We’ve had one walk leader drop out 
for the time being due to other commitments but overall, we’re growing the walk leader 
team. 

Walk Tracker Team 

We still have opportunities to join our walk Tracker Team that monitors our online 
walk/event calendar	and	Woking group website	to ensure that we always have a 
minimum of three weeks confirmed weekday and weekend walks. If you’d like to join 
the team to help with this non-onerous task for a 30-day period every few months, 
please send an email to	info@wokingramblers.org	or contact me, or any committee 
member direct. 
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Weekend Walks 

We’ve recently tried experimenting with some shorter weekend walks based on our 
half-day weekday format. These have proved to be popular so please let your walk 
leaders know what you think of this initiative and/or send an email to	
info@wokingramblers.org	or contact me, or any committee member direct. Similarly 
we’d like to know what the interest level in longer weekday walks would be so again, 
please let us know. 

	

Tips ‘N Tricks 

• Table of walks:	The website will have the most up to date information, so I 
always encourage web first. However, if you need to print a current list in either 
text or table format: 

o Ensure that the green Our group walks box on the right of our home page 
is expanded and click on More Walks 

o Near the top of the new page, select Search criteria, enable the Group 
walks tab and set Results per Page to (10/20/50) as you prefer 

o Scroll down to the bottom of the new page and click on either Print text 
or Print table. Remember to set your printer driver to landscape for the 
table version! 

• Website Walk Images:	Walk leaders – did you know that you can add an 
image to help make your walk stand out on the Ramblers website? When 
uploading your walk, on page-2 just under the Additional details section click on 
Add images, which will open a new window so you can select a photo to upload. 
Images that are 485 pixels high and 650 wide are ideal and the maximum file 
size is 250kB. To make your photo the correct size you can use free online tools 
like	www.resizeyourimage.com	although Photoshop Elements or similar is 
significantly better and more flexible if you have access to it. 
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A Little Help Needed 

If there’s a member who would be willing to assist by updating the	Woking News and 
Mail newspaper	and	Celebrate Woking events calendar	every two weeks it would really 
help ease the load and enable other promotional activities to be undertaken. All that’s 
required is some elementary copyediting. If you think you might be able to help, please 
send an email to	info@wokingramblers.org	or contact me, or any committee member 
direct. 

Get involved – 

Malcolm 

Sylvia’s Script 

Welcome to our new members and those of you who have transferred from other 
locations or groups. I hope that you are finding our walks of interest and are enjoying 
the beautiful Surrey countryside. 

Our Woking group welcomed 5 new members in July, and August is looking good for a 
few more new members once the HQ membership reports are analysed. I would like to 



info@wokingramblers.org	
www.ramblers.co.uk/woking-district	

7	
	

say, a very big thank you to all the folks who make our walks fun and welcoming, to all 
who come along. We know this makes a difference. 

The balance between Woking walkers against other groups/visitors on each walk has 
changed as we now have a greater number of Woking members participating.  

Longer walks at the weekends are not so well attended as they used to be. 
Consequently, we are trying a few different models to see if that helps e.g. (i) earlier 
start on Sunday morning plus (ii) weekend afternoon walks – both being shorter in 
duration than the traditional full day weekend walks. These shorter weekend options 
appear to be gaining in popularity.  

This is your group, so if anyone who is not a walk leader, would like to offer longer 
weekend walks, or has any suggestions, then please let us know. 

Footpath Secretary’s Notes 

Sadly, there is still no progress to report in the case of Pigeonhouse Bridge 
(Woking FP83 / Ockham FP5) over the River Wey and the path remains effectively 
closed by a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). The latest information we had from Surrey 
County Council was that “a replacement bridge would be very costly (£300,000 to 
£400,000) due the location and width of the river at this point, and this level of funding 
is simply not available at the current time”. It doesn’t help that the county’s annual 
rights of way maintenance budget for 2017/18 has been slashed from £300,000 to 
£100,000 (it was over £400,000 a few years ago!). There will therefore be a significant 
reduction in the amount of work the council can do themselves, and very likely an 
increased reliance on volunteer groups such as the Ramblers. 

On 21st June, we attempted a path maintenance task on the overgrown West End 
FP121, off Halebourne Lane. That morning’s weather forecast was for an extremely 
hot day - in fact, it turned out to be the hottest day of the year so far - so perhaps 
unsurprisingly only two of us turned up and we were unable to complete the task. But I 
must mention Jenny’s Childs enthusiasm and hard work clearing brambles, nettles and 
Himalayan balsam. We returned to the path on 23rd September, as a joint effort with 
Surrey Heath group. We completed the vegetation clearance and put in 4 self-closing 
gates to replace old stiles. That date happened to be the birthday of two of our 
members, so a home-made oaty tray-bake was enjoyed by all. Many thanks are due to 
all who took part. The path will be included in two group rambles (one in each 
direction) before the end of the year. 

I’ve received a few queries about Send FP61 in Guildford borough (that’s the path 
from Send Church to the Wey Navigation) which we have used on a couple of rambles 
recently. 50 metres of path immediately east of the bridge over the River Wey was 
eroded away by the river, so a TRO closing that part of the path was imposed in 2011, 
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and there was a very long official diversion. But in practice the landowner was instead 
allowing walkers to bypass the eroded section by going through his field close to the 
river bank. The TRO has been renewed several times since; however the diversion cited 
in the latest version reflects the route through the landowner’s field that had been used 
in practice. But there were two problems this summer: 1) official notices at the bridge 
with versions of the old TRO were not removed leading walkers to mistakenly think 
there was no approved through route, and 2) some walkers had been abusing the 
landowner’s helpful attitude by wandering all over his field, so a fence was erected 
restricting walkers to a width of about a metre between it and the river bank (which is 
still slowly eroding).  

Social Media Activity 

• Facebook –www.facebook.com/wokingramblers 
• Twitter –twitter.com/wokingramblers 

Discounts 

Also, a reminder that you can get discounts at several local outdoor shops:  
Cotswold, Guildford or Kingston   
Snow & Rock, Chertsey. 

Contributions For Next Newsletter 

The newsletter is open to contributions from everyone. If you would like to share any 
walking experiences, we would be pleased to include them. Please send to Malcolm at  
info@wokingramblers.org. 

 

Copy date for next newsletter: 1 December 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. 
Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number: 
1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment,  
London SE1 7TW. 


